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2013 LPGA 
Members With the holidays here, another chapter is closing on another year.  As I sit here 

writing this, I think to myself where has this year gone?  In the blink of an eye, 2013 
is gone and 2014 is here!  The start of winter has been better this year than last but 
just as always is to be expected in Louisiana, temperatures ϐluxuate with the fronts 
and whoever really knows how long winter weather will be with us.  Here’s to hoping 
for more cold weather and a nice, long winter!

We had a good tradeshow season and a great turnout at our ϐirst ever Propane 
Roadshow at the Monroe Civic Center in conjunction with the Louisiana Municipal 
Association Convention.  Propane autogas has been around for years (I’ve been 
driving my propane exclusive truck for over 20 years) and it’s nice to ϐinally be getting 
people interested and talking about it.  I would like to thank all of the volunteers that 
took time out of their schedules to be at the tradeshows and the Propane Roadshow.  
We have a great staff but are thankful for the knowledgeable volunteers that lend 
their time and expertise to help grow our industry.

To update you, the Market Development rebate program is still available and going 
strong.  It includes stoves, heaters, outdoor lights, water heaters, etc.  We also have 
rebates for lawnmowers and conversions of lawnmowers as well as autogas and 
conversions to autogas.  For more information on all rebates, you can go to www.
louisianapropane.com.  

I want to thank all of you who were able to attend our last board meeting in Alexandria.  
We had a good turnout and had a very nice Christmas dinner.  Miss Louisiana Jaden 
Leach stopped by which was a nice treat as well.  It’s always nice to get together and 
see everyone, old friends and new!

I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

      

      
           Artie Cole, 2013-2014 LPGA President
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A Message from the Executive Director

800.448.9504
Your questions answered by the people who know propane equipment.

We’re always grateful for voices that speak out on behalf 
of the industry. Below is a letter to the editor that was 
sent out last month by one of our Regional Directors, 
Ms. Jessica Bennett.

It is time for the wind Production Tax Credit (PTC) to end.  
The reality is that it’s time for Congress to stop picking 
energy winners and losers by giving wind an unfair 
advantage through an exorbitant subsidy. Our industry 
has exemptions too but we would rather compete head 
up with all other energy sources. Wind can and should 
compete on its own in the energy marketplace as well. 

When the PTC was enacted back in 1992, wind was a 
nascent industry. However, as evidenced by the fact that 
wind accounted for 43.5% of all new capacity additions 
in 2012, overtaking natural gas as the leading source of 
new generation, wind is clearly a sophisticated industry 
that is thriving.  

And, cumulative wind power capacity grew by 28% in 
2012. Those wind power additions hit a new record with 
13.1 GW and $25 billion invested, bringing the total wind 

capacity in the country to 60 GW. This is signiУicant, 
especially when compared to other forms of conventional 
generation. For example, there are 106 GW of installed 
nuclear capacity in the U.S. 

Wind’s progress has been tremendous and is something 
that wind farm operators and stakeholders should take 
pride in. Clearly, wind can compete against other forms 
of energy in a marketplace free from subsidies and 
government interference. Congress should allow this to 
happen by letting the PTC expire at the end of the year, 
as it is scheduled to. 

Jessica Bennett, Southeastern District Regional Director-
Louisiana Propane Gas Association

Voices in the Industry: End Tax Credit for Wind Energy

    2014-2015 NPGF Scholarships, Apply Now! 

Do you have a dependent child attending college or technical college?  Or will 
they be a High School senior this Fall?  They can apply for an NPGF 
Scholarship.  To start your application visit our website at 
http://www.npga.org/scholarship then select the “Apply Online” link.  The 

applications must be completed and all required documents must be 
received by February 15, 2014.  Successful applicants will be 
notified by May 2014.  

Are you distributing the Scholarship brochures to your eligible 
employees?  Do you need a supply of brochures for your offices, 
branches and other locations?  Contact Scholarship Foundation 
Manager, Joanne Casey, at 202-355-1328 or email her at 
jcasey@npga.org for your supply or with any questions on the 
application process.   

Here at the LPGA, the staff is wrapping up year end 
activities and preparing for a great new year.  Highlights 
from the past year include appearances at more than a dozen 
government and homebuilder trade shows.  We also put 
on, with the help of the Greater Baton Rouge Clean Cities 
Coalition, the fi rst ever Louisiana Propane Roadshow in 
Monroe at the Annual Municipal Association Convention.  
Autogas is fi nally stirring up interest in our state and we 
have to strike while the iron is hot!

We had a low-key legislative session which can only mean 
that next year’s will be chocked full of stuff.  As always, 
we’ll be on the ground keeping you informed of what’s 
being debated and presented at the Capitol.

Our Summer Convention was in Shreveport, LA and 
provided fun for the whole family. Longtime friend and 
legend in the Louisiana Propane business, John O’Neal, 
was presented with the association’s most prestigious 
Charles M. Fuller Lifetime Achievement Award.  The 
O’Neal family continues to be an integral supporter and 
part of the association.  Additionally, Summer Convention 
provided a nice setting for the Chris Connally Memorial 
Golf Tournament, Painting with a Twist and more!  Again, 

be on the lookout for news of this coming year’s convention 
to be held at the Hilton Hotel in Pensacola, FL.

Finally, our recent Christmas gathering offered a wonderful 
opportunity to share with industry members the joy of the 
Holiday Season.  Miss Louisiana Jaden Leach stopped by 
in between meetings to mingle and take photos with our 
members.  It’s always a treat to get everyone together for 
the holidays. 
 
Remember to Count Your Blessings and, As always—
here’s to a cold, cold winter!

              
             Randy Hayden,
    LPGA Executive Director

2014 Events Calendar
January 20-23, 2014: LA School Board 
Association Annual Convention, Crowne 
Plaza-Baton Rouge.
February 26-28, 2014: LA Police Jury 
Association Annual Convention, Crowne 
Plaza-Baton Rouge.
March 2014: LPGA Quarterly Board Meeting, 
Date and Location to be determined.
June 3-4, 2014: NPGA Propane Days, 
Washington, DC.
June 15-18, 2014: Summer Convention, 
Hilton Hotel-Pensacola, FL.  
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Tarantin Full Stocking
Locations, Tank Yards 
and Training Centers:
• Freehold, NJ
• Brentwood, NH
• Elizabethtown, PA
• Richmond, VA
• Elkton, FL
• Birmingham, AL

Tarantin Tradition of Excellence
• Family owned and operated for 30 years

• Order online at www.tarantin.net
• Same day shipping of in-stock items

• Technical Department over 36 years
field experience

800 922-0724 

FMI/Lennox

Autogas Dispensing
featuring Parafour Dispensers, Autogas Pumps, Gasguard 

Nozzles, and Eco-Air - Reliable Pneumatic Actuation System 

Autogas: High Differential 
Pressure 

Applications

P4-050, Electronic Upgrade
P4-100, Single Hose

P4-050 On 

Dispenser Cabinet

P4-150, Two Hose
Autogas & Cylinder

P4-200, Dual Hose
2-sided, Lane Oriented

Eco-Air-IVS 100

www.gasequipment.com

Houston TX
(800) 334-7816

Kansas City MO
(800) 821-5062

Little Rock AR
(800) 643-8222

Dallas TX
(800) 821-1829

St. Louis MO
(800) 423-4685

Richmond VA
(800) 368-4013

Fayetteville NC
(800) 447-1625

Orlando FL
(800) 821-0631

Indianapolis IN
(800) 241-1971

Atlanta GA
(800) 241-4155

GAS, continued from Page 4

healthy and viable oil and gas market. To help insure 
this relationship remains mutually beneϐicial, the 
industry has been working closely with national, state 
and local groups on a variety of initiatives.  

For instance, propane powered vehicles have been on 
the market for decades but it wasn’t until recently that 
“autogas,” as propane is called for use in on- and off-
road vehicles, has become popular in America. Across 
the globe, autogas is the third most popular fuel behind 
gasoline and diesel. It is estimated that some 17-million 
vehicles run on propane’s autogas. 

As a result of this growth, the propane industry has 
teamed up with natural gas producers and marketers to 
jointly promote the use of alternative fuel vehicles. The 
Clean Cities Coalitions, ACT Expo, Green Transportation 
Summits, etc. all offer forums for the natural gas and 
propane marketers to jointly work together to educate 
ϐleet managers on their options to displace gasoline 
and diesel with more cost-effective and cleaner burning 
alternative fuels.

Most recently the Louisiana Propane Dealers worked 
side by side with LOGA and other groups to pass state 
legislation requiring the purchase of alternative fuel 
vehicles where possible. And while each fuel offers 
competitive advantages and disadvantages in a variety 
of applications, the overall growth of the alternative 
fuel vehicle market is the ultimate goal.

On the environmental front, propane and natural gas 
marketers collaborate on the Carbon Management 
Information Center Consortium (CMIC). CMIC is 
an ongoing Gas Technology Institute collaborative 
program started in 2007 that is currently funded 
by 17 natural gas industry members as well as the 
Propane Education & Research Council (PERC). CMIC is 
intended to serve these industries and its customers by 
developing resources and analytical tools that provide 
clear, concise, and technically-defensible information 
on the beneϐicial role these fuels provide in improving 
total energy efϐiciency, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, and lowering energy costs for consumers 
when compared to electric and oil options.

Other areas of cooperative working relationships 
include mutual support of the Keystone pipeline, LNG 
exports and environmental regulations that preserve 
economic development while protecting the public. A 

growing concern for the Louisiana Propane Dealers is 
the issue of “legacy lawsuits” and the general climate 
of lawsuit abuse, where various groups, including 
governing bodies, are seeking deep pockets for a quick 
and easy payday.

With the 2014 Louisiana legislative session quickly 
approaching, the Louisiana Propane Dealers are once 
again looking for the opportunity to inform lawmakers 
of the beneϐits that clean, safe and affordable propane 
gas offers constituents across the state. Part of that 
outreach includes efforts to work cooperatively with 
like-minded business and industry groups to assure 
a fair and productive regulatory environment while 
taking best advantage of the exciting new advances 
available for all alternative fuels.

For more information as to how the propane industry 
can work with emerging and existing business and 
technology groups to best promote and defend our 
valuable resources, contact the Louisiana Propane Gas 
Association in Baton Rouge at 225-763-8922.
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Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter 
@LAPropane 

and like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/LAPropane!

By: Randy Hayden, Executive Director

I was born in a cross-Уire hurricane
And I howled at my ma in the driving rain,
But it’s all right now, in fact, it’s a gas!
But it’s all right. I’m Jumpin Jack Flash,
It’s a gas! gas! gas!

The Rolling Stones have never fully explained the 
meaning (if any) of the song Jumpin’ Jack Flash, a 
hit from the late ‘60s that is still played by the band 
in concerts today. So popular are the words and tune 
that it has been a theme song for numerous movies, 
TV shows and was even the “walk-up” song for major 
leaguer Jack Wilson who played for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 

The catchy tune and clever lyrics have been used to 
promote everything from pancakes to…Propane. And 
like the indecipherable meaning of the song, Louisiana’s 
propane industry has often had a difϐicult time being 
understood by those both in and out of the oil and gas 
business.  

Louisiana is the number two producer of propane in 
North America, thanks, in great part, to the natural gas 
industry and the impressive petro-chemical complex 
across the state. Propane is a simple hydrocarbon 
(C3H8) and is often referred to as Liqueϐied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG). It is a by-product of both natural gas 
processing and oil reϐining, and nearly all of the 
propane consumed in the United States is produced 
in North America, making it truly an American energy 
source.

Since its boiling point is -44 degrees (F), it easily 
becomes a gaseous vapor when exposed to the air. 
Likewise, due to its unique properties, it is easily 
compressed to a liquid when chilled or put under 
pressure, making it 270 times more compact as a liquid 
than as a gas. Virtually everyone is familiar with the 
metal cylinders used for outdoor cooking. But millions 
of Americans use propane as their primary source of 
power in rural parts of the country that are away from 
natural gas lines. These families use propane to fuel 
their furnaces, heat water, dry clothes, cook meals, 
light ϐireplaces and more.  

In addition, propane is an essential fuel for more than 
850,000 farms across the country where the fuel is 

used for grain dryers, irrigation pumps, generators and 
other farm equipment.

In 1990, propane was listed as a clean fuel for purposes 
of the Clean Air Act and was later included in the 
National Energy Policy Act of 1992. It is colorless, 
odorless (an odorant is added in processing) and 
tasteless. It is non-toxic so it’s not harmful to the soil or 
water and it is not a “green-house gas” so if it leaks, it 
simply dissipates into the air without causing harm to 
the environment. 

One of the newer technologies showing promise in the 
ϐield is a liquid propane gel that is being used in the 
fracturing process in the Eagle Ford Shale site. Since 
propane is a naturally occurring substance anyway, 
environmentalists have less concern about its use in 
the extraction of gas and oil from hard to access shale 
formations. 

Former Governor Mike Foster tells the story of how, 
when he was growing up on the farm, propane was so 
inexpensive that he used it ϐill up his tractor tires rather 
than using an air compressor. This illustrates the point 
that propane has been an extremely valuable, versatile 
and abundant fuel…even to the point that it has 
often been “ϐlared-off” during natural gas processing 
because there wasn’t enough demand. That, however, 
is no longer the case.

World markets are looking into propane and natural 
gas to address not only environmental concerns, 
but health and safety concerns as well. Hundreds of 
millions of poor, rural families are still cooking on 
wood and dung ϐires. A transport ϐilled with propane, 
CNG or LNG can provide fuel for a small village that 
would not only be more environmentally responsible, 
but provide hot water and fuel for cooking and 
improving sanitary conditions. The demand is so great 
that for the ϐirst time ever, the United States was a net 
exporter of propane last year. That trend is expected 
to continue as developing economies recognize the 
value of a clean, abundant source of energy that is also 
easily transportable either by pipeline, rail, tanker car 
or bobtail truck.  

Because of its essential relationship to natural gas and 
oil, the propane industry is dependent on a strong, 

      See GAS, Page 6

Louisiana Propane...It’s a Gas! Gas! Gas!
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